St. Stephen Catholic church
651 Hollow Rd., Ona, WV 25545
(304) 743-3234

Pastor: Rev. Tijo George
tgeorge@dwc.org

Associate Pastor: Fr. Pradeep Kumar
plaladi@dwc.org

CHURCH EMAIL: ststephens@suddenlinkmail.com

WEBSITE: www.ststephens1.com
FACEOOK:www.facebook.com/StStephenCatholicWV/

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
St Stephen Catholic Church, as a family of believers, is committed to pray, to teach, to study and to share our gifts and talent with those
whose lives we touch daily. The mission of our Parish is to proclaim the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ and to build a loving, caring
community.
PARISH COMMITTEE & GROUP CHAIRS
Pastoral Council…………………...
Finance Council….…….....…........ Buddy Lake
Eucharist ………….…….....…...... Clara Schulte
Liturgy …………………................ Sr. Mary Grace Barile
RCIA ..................…...….......……. David Warner
Faith Outreach .............................Patrick Grace
Music Director ……………........... Marieanne Cordle
Director of Education…..…............Abbie Mortimer
& Jessica Douglas
C.W.I.T. …….............................. Karen Fragale

September 18, 2022
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
People of the Parish

Question: Why do we cross ourselves three times; on the forehead, on the lips and over
the heart before we listen to the Gospel?
For Roman Catholics, there is a quick gesture that can often go unnoticed before the recitation of the Gospel
reading at Mass. It is a brief tracing of the cross that is not the typical gesture usually performed and contains
much symbolism. The Roman Missal states, “Then, with the thumb of his right hand, he [the priest or deacon]
makes the sign of the cross first on the book at the beginning of the Gospel to be read, and then on himself on
the forehead, mouth, and breast.”
When the priest proclaims the Gospel, he prays these words silently: Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty
God, that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel. When the deacon is instructed to proclaim the Gospel, the
priest will give him a blessing. The laity and all others attending Mass, are invited to make a similar prayer and
gesture before the Gospel is read. They are encouraged to say interiorly a brief prayer that prepares them to
receive the Word of God. Lord, may Your Word be on my mind, on my lips, and in my heart.
We cross our forehead so that the Word of God may be in our thoughts and purify our minds. We cross our
lips to that our speech may be holy and incline us to share the Gospel with others. We cross our hearts to
invite God to strengthen our love for Him and others. All of this is so that we might know, proclaim and love
Jesus Christ all the more.
When we make such a gesture at Mass, it is truly a profound prayer, opening ourselves up to the words of Jesus
Christ. Every me we listen to the Gospel, Jesus is knocking at the door of our heart, waiting to enter. We just
have to open the door.

MUSIC 9-18-22
Readings

927

GATHERING

We Are Called

Psalm 113

524

Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

RA 136

PREPARATION

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

662

COMMUNION

Close Your Eyes

Octavo

SENDING FORTH

Though the Mountains May Fall

619

READINGS 9-18-22

COLLECTIONS 9-11-22
Reg. Collection
Loose
Social Concerns
Maintenance
Mass Intentions
Funeral Mass

TOTAL

$ 930.00
$ 168.00
$ 205.00
$ 30.00
$ 30.00
$ 150.00

$ 1513.00

Attendance

85

September Birthdays
1- Doug Norton
3–- Nathan Douglas
Joyce Moore
4– Abbie Mortimer
5– Angela Williamson
6– Patrick Grace & Dan Norton
8– Noah Chongswatdi & Martha Newby
9– Ken Koerber
18- Karen Fragale
19– Betty Simpkins
22– Kimila Jones
26– Carrie Adkins
29– Diane Chandler

*If I have the wrong date or have missed your birthday
please let me know!

September Wedding Anniversaries
19—Dave & Cheryl Warner
20– Dan & Whitney Norton
*If I have the wrong date or have missed
your please anniversary let me know!

Reading I

Amos 8:4-5

Reading II

1 Timothy 2: 1-8

Gospel

Luke 16: 1-13

Altar Server Schedule
9/18 Luke D
Luke R
9/25 Austin
Emma
10/2
10/9

Cross Bearer
9/18 Sal Barile
9/25 Owen Greenwell
10/2
Tim Bogren
10/9
John Sang

Lector Schedule
9/18
Children’s Liturgy

9/18

Host Family
Williamson family

9/25

9/25

Kim & John Sang

10/2

10/2

Chuck & Kathy Mortimer

10/9

10/9

Alan & Charlene Hawkins

Jane Lake

Donut Pick -up
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9

Becky Dale
Kimila Jones
Karen Fragale
Dave & Cheryl Warner

Kitchen Hospitality
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9

John & Kim Sang
Andy & Angie Footo
Bruce & Bunny Boone
Linda Ore & Elaine Conrad

Collection Counters

Eucharistic Minister

9/18 Paula Grace & Karen Hale
9/25 Bobbie Carr & Elaine Conrad
10/2 Paula Grace & Karen Hale
10/9 Cheryl Warner & Amy Neal

9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9

Water Plants
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9

Chuck & Kathy
Susan Morgan
Alan & Charlene
Chuck & Kathy

Daniel Moloney
Irene Faller
Nico Orisini
Irene Faller

PRAYER IS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT
Prayer and conversation with God is a supreme good: it is partnership and union with God. As the eyes of the
body are enlightened when they see light, so our spirit when it is intent on God, is illumined by his infinite
light. I do not mean the prayer of outward observance but prayer from the heart, not confined to fixed times or
periods but continuous throughout the day and night. Our spirit should be quick to reach out toward God, not
only when it is engaged in meditation; at other times also, when it is carrying out its duties, caring for the
needy, performing works of charity, giving generously in the service of others, our spirit should long for God
and call him to mind, so that these works may be seasoned with the salt of God's love, and so make a palatable
offering to the Lord of the universe. Throughout the whole of our lives we may enjoy the benefit that comes
from prayer if we devote a great deal of time to it. Prayer is the light of the spirit, true knowledge of God,
mediating between God and man. The spirit, raised up to heaven by prayer, clings to God with the utmost
tenderness; like a child crying tearfully for its mother, it craves the milk that God provides. It seeks the
satisfaction of its own desires and receives gifts outweighing the whole world of nature. Prayer stands before
God as an honored ambassador. It gives joy to the spirit, peace to the heart. I speak of prayer, not words. It is
the longing for God, love too deep for words, a gift not given by man but by God's grace.
The apostle Paul says: We do not know how we are to pray but the Spirit himself pleads for us with
inexpressible longings. When the Lord gives this kind of prayer to a man or woman, he gives him riches that
cannot be taken away, heavenly food that satisfies the spirit. One who tastes this food is set on fire with an
eternal longing for the Lord: his spirit burns as in a fire of the utmost intensity. Practice prayer from the
beginning. Paint your house with the colors of modesty and humility. Make it radiant with the light of justice.
Decorate it with the finest gold leaf of good deeds. Adorn it with the walls and stones of faith and generosity.
Crown it with the pinnacle of prayer. In this way you will make it a perfect dwelling place for the Lord. You
will be able to receive him as in a splendid palace, and through his race you will already possess him, his image
enthroned in the temple of your spirit.

~From a homily by St. John Chrysostom, 5th century

Please keep in your Prayers
Clara Worst-Schulte
Jakob Caudill
Marge Kaib
Carolyn Clonch
Cleve & Angie Hunt
Fr. Harry Cramer
Carol Christopher
Fred Ramsey
Alec Cyrus
Sr. Mary Grace Barile
Steve Becker
JB Caldwell
Marieanne Cordle
Rick Sang
Sarah Ramey

Rhonda Vance
Steve Linville
Beth Porter Duke
Rod & Linda Post
William Geyman
Denny Henderson
Avery Sweat
Rena Garcia
Joyce Moore
Alice Layne Daniel

G.I.F.T. classes start
Sunday, September 25th

Rosary Rally
The Knights of Columbus is sponsoring their
annual Rosary Rally to be held Sunday, Oct. 2nd,
at 2:30 p.m. at Saint Joseph Church. Please set
aside time to come for Adoration and to pray the
rosary with us, in honor of our Blessed Mother.
In addition to praying for world peace and an end
to abortion, we will be offering our prayers for
Pope Francis and all our clergy (Bishops, Priests,
and Sisters), for our military personnel, first
responder, and for any intention you may have. A
reception will follow at the Knights of Columbus
Hall 1429 Sixth Ave. immediately following the
Rally. We warmly invite our Catholic
neighboring parishes to join us. For those who
are unable to join us in person, Monsignor Dean
Borgmeyer will be Live Streaming this event on
Facebook. If you are not on Facebook
you can access it by searching for
facebook.com\dean.borgmeyer.9.

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality invites you to the following:
The Meaning of Mary Magdalene by Cynthia Bourgeault is a 9-week guided book study presented by
Jerry McMahon via Zoom. The initial meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 and
continue on Tuesdays to November 15, 2022. This program is sponsored by the West Virginia
Institute For Spirituality. This book presents a compelling view of Mary Magdalene as Jesus’ most
important disciple. Bourgeault shows how an understanding of Mary Magdalene can revitalize
contemporary Christianity, how Christians and others can, through her, find their way to Jesus’
original teachings and apply them to their modern lives. For more information about sessions for the
program and how to register, please email wvisreg@gmail.com. The donation for this program is $75
plus the cost of the book. Please register by September 18, 2022. NB: you must register online.
An Unfinished Council by Richard Gaillardetz is an 8-week guided book study by Jerry McMahon via
Zoom. You are invited to participate in a guided book study exploring this book beginning on
Thursday, September 22, 2022 to Thursday, November 10, 2022. As a result of this study, participants
will: learn about the 5 traits of the Church prior to Vatican II; reflect on why the Council bishops
identified the importance of humility as a key virtue for everyone in the Church community, both in
the exercise of power and in the mode of interacting with each other; and take heart that the Holy
Spirit, acting through the council participants, was affirmed in Council documents as the primary
agent to move the Church toward a collaborative way of proceeding in all of Church life. For more
information and how to register, please email wvisreg@gmail.com. The donation for this program is
$75 plus the cost of the book. NB: you must register online.
Into the Heart of Mary by Rea McDonnell, S.S.N.D. is a 5-week guided book reflection presented by
Sr. Mary Irene Sorber, SCC via Zoom. This presentation will begin on Sunday, October 2, 9, 16, 23
& 30, 2022 from 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM. Participants will be invited to journey with Mary, the Mother
of God in her relationship with the Trinity as a model for ways each person might grow in their prayer
lives. The donation for this program is $50.00 plus the cost of the book that is available from a variety
of booksellers. For more information, please view wvis.org and click on Programs on the banner.
Register through Eventbrite Online Registration.
Strengthening Intimate Relationships: Healing Emotional Incest. A ZOOM conference presented by
Sr. Carole Riley, CDP, Ph.D. The conference will be held on Saturday, November 12, 2022 from 8:00
am to 3:30 pm. The program, through lecture and experiences, identifies the ‘chosen child’ and the
emotional incest consequence for adult relationships. Ending the cycle of enmeshment and identifying
skills in receiving and giving feedback are addressed. CEU’s will be offered for Social Workers,
Registered Nurses, and Licensed Professional Counselors. Offering for the conference is $50.00
which includes materials and certificate. For more information and to register, please visit wvis.org
and click on the Program tab.

Contemplative Prayer. A ZOOM offering of Centering Prayer where a person is receptive to resting in
God. It is a method of prayer, which prepares us to receive the gift of God’s presence, traditionally
called contemplative prayer. This prayer time is offered Monday-Friday, 7:00 pm to 7:20 pm. A free
will offering is suggested. If interested in participating, please contact Sally Orcutt, O.P. at
sally@sayyes2yourlife.org
Merton Institute with presenter Fr. Bill Petro, M.A. A ZOOM offering of the Charleston Chapter of the
Merton Institute which meets 7:00 pm-8:30 pm every third Tuesday of the month. Everyone is
welcome as all things Merton are discussed. A free will offering is suggested. If interested, please
contact Father Bill Petro at frbpetro42@ gmail.com.
The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality offers opportunities for on-going spiritual direction,
silent directed retreats and “The Retreat in Everyday Life”. These are offered throughout the
year. If interested, please contact Sister Carole Riley, CDP, PH.D. at (412) 901-4259 or by emailing
wviscr@aol.com.

Reverse Raffle
October 28, 2022 6:30 PM
St. Stephen Catholic Church, Ona, WV
Tickets: $100 per couple
$25 insurance (extra entry ticket)
PRIZES: Every 10th draw wins a prize. Gift cards,
gift baskets, & more.
TOP PRIZES:
55” Roku TV
$1500 cash
Theme: Circus – costumes encouraged
Food, Drinks, Music, Dancing
Come One Come All! Join the Fun! Fun! Fun!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Angelus

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art
thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now
and the hour of our death. Amen
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to Your word. Hail Mary,
etc…
V. And the Word was made flesh,
R. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary, etc…
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your
grace into our hearts; that, as we have known the incarnation
of Christ, Your Son, by the message of an angel, so by His
passion and cross, we may be brought to the glory of His
resurrection, through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen

Sunday, Sept. 18
MASS 9:30 am
People of the Parish
Monday, Sept. 19
Tuesday, Sept. 20
Wednesday, Sept. 21
No Mass
Choir 7:00 PM
Thursday, Sept.22
Friday, Sept. 23
No MASS

Saturday, Sept. 24

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel

+ Denotes Deceased

Upcoming Events
Reverse Raffle meeting EVERY SUNDAY
after mass until the event.
Sept. 18 Children’s Liturgy
CWIT meeting after mass
Oct. 9 Car Show 1-7 PM
Oct. 28 Reverse Raffle

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, cast into
hell Satan, an all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Adoration and Rosary
Adoration the first Sunday of each month at 9:00 AM
before the Mass.

Note: No Daily masses Sept. 12—Oct. 19th

We will pray the Rosary to bring peace to our homes and
our world on the third Sunday of each month at 9:00 AM
before the Mass.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
If you would like to become member of our parish, please remove this portion of the page and fill out the following
information. You may place it in the collection basket, mail it, or bring it to the parish office
Date: __________________________________________E mail: ________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________Birthday______________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________________Cell: ____________________________________________________

This space is available for advertising
your business. Contact the office for more
information!

St. Stephen has available both Sunday and
weekday Masses for your intentions. Envelopes
can be found in the lobby on the welcome table.
You may also mail in your intention and check
to the church. Please fill out the information
and drop envelope in the collection basket or
turn it into the office.

From the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse,
please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you
may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services
at 800-352-6513. To report suspected cases of sexual
abuse by personnel of the Diocese of WheelingCharleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at
888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880

